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DISABILITY SERVICES - FUNDING 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Disability Services) [12.08 pm]:  In the past five years the state 
government has increased funding to disability services in Western Australia by 64 per cent.  By 2009-10 the 
state budget for disability services will have increased by a massive 104 per cent during the life of the Gallop 
and Carpenter Labor governments.  In this year’s budget the government has committed $273 million to the 
sector.  Western Australia now has the best disability services sector in the nation.  The injection of state funds 
into disability services reflects the commitment of the government to improving the lives of people with 
disabilities and their families, and builds upon a bipartisan approach over many years.   

It is in this context that I have set up a disability sector health check to ensure the massive increase in funding is 
being used efficiently and effectively, whether the services are delivered by the Disability Services Commission 
or by non-government organisations funded by the state government.  A panel of experts has been appointed to 
oversee this sector health check.  They are Mr Barry MacKinnon, Chair of the Disability Services Commission; 
Dr Penny Flett, chief executive officer of the Brightwater Care Group;  Ms Jenny Au Yeong, executive officer, 
Ethnic Disability Advocacy Centre; and Dr Ruth Shean, Director General of the Disability Services 
Commission.  The panel is now calling for submissions from the community and will investigate potential 
innovations and reforms over the coming months.  The findings of the disability sector health check will be 
implemented throughout 2007.  Through this process of continuously driving for services that deliver the best 
possible outcomes to those who need it, we will continue to ensure that we are governing for tomorrow and not 
just for today.   
 


